*14th May 2006 


The Three Mothers

Intro.: A Special Message for Mothers on Mother’s Day.

Consider:
A. Hannah – the Mother who Prayed for a child in Unfailing Faith 


For this child I prayed


I Sam. 1:27
Hannah (= Grace) was a Woman of Prayer and Praise.

1:10, 13, 27; 2:1, 2-11

1. She Prayed in her Soul Sorrow for a Son to Save her Situation.

1:10, 11 cf. 1:6, 7
a. In Submission to the Lord she prayed Silently for her “Salvation”
1:13-16
b. In this, her Status was also Saved (through childbearing)
I Tim. 1:12 cf. 15

c. Later, she would have a Son whose name was Samuel and


who was a Saint (Man of God), God’s Spokesman (Prophet) and a Seer.
I Sam. 3:20; 9:6-9, 10

2. She Prayed for her Son’s Sanctification.



a. She Dedicated him as a burnt offering – she gave/lent him to the Lord for life.
1:11, 28 Cf. 1:24, 25

b. It cost her Dearly. He was her only child then, the child whom she loved.
Cf. Gen.  22:2, 12

c. But the Lord is no man’s Debtor. 

i. He Returned Hannah’s “loan” to her with “interest” – 
2:21

- And the LORD visited Hannah, so that she conceived, and bare three sons and two daughters.


ii. Cf. He Rewarded Abraham with multi-tiered interest – 
Gen. 22:15-18


And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,

And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing,
 and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, 
and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, 
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 

And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

3. She Praised God for being the Source of her blessing.

a. She had Faith in God’s Character and Conduct:
2:1, 2

b. Others Fail, but He Continues on.

2:3-5

c. He Frustrates Man’s purposes, He Controls all Circumstances.
2:6-8

d. He keeps the Feet of His saints and He Conquers their enemies for them.
2:9-10

A Special Reminder for those who would like to be mothers!

B. Lois – the Mother who Projected a Life of Unfeigned Faith.
II Tim. 1:5

Lois was a Woman who lived out her faith before her daughter, Eunice.
1. She had a Living Faith. 
a. Faith here is “the Faith” Conceived as the Foundations of the Faith.
I Tim. 4:6

“the words of the faith” (NRSV); the truths of the faith (NIV)
b. Faith is also that Committed, “persuaded” (convinced, NIV) trust in the Lord
II Tim. 1:12b

I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep 

that which I have committed unto Him against that day.

c. Lois’ unfeigned faith Combined both – 

i. It was Established on the solid Foundations of the Faith.

ii. And it was Exampled and lived out in her life before her daughter, Eunice.
II Tim. 1:5 

· Through Godly Edification and not Gossips and “Endless Genealogies”, …
cf. I Tim. 1:4, 5

· Marked by a Life of Love out of a pure heart, a good conscience, and faith unfeigned 
2. She had a Loving faith.

Cf. I Pet. 1:22
She has purified her soul in obeying the truth through the Spirit 

unto unfeigned love of the brethren,… to love one another with a pure heart fervently:
a. This unfeigned (Sincere, Simple and Self-effacing) Faith then works itself out in …

i. Unfeigned and Forthright love for her child who in turn learns…

ii. Unfeigned and Filial love for the mother, and together, both demonstrate…
iii. Unfeigned and Fervent love for others.

b. Compare and contrast the expressions of love by the first three “Maggi Mee” Mother’s Day Contest winners in The STAR newspaper a couple of years ago. Is this what you as a Christian mother would like to teach your children to love and appreciate you for?

	1st Prize: Wong S. H.
Mum delivers, mum raises,

Mum cares, mum cooks,

Mum drives, mum listens, mum hugs

But most importantly, MUM LOVES

Where can I find a better WORLD if it is not MUM?
	2nd Prize: Caroline G.
Twinkle my mama,

How can I wonder who you are,

Guardian angel in the night?

Always there to make things right

Twinkle twinkle my mama

You’re my world my shining star!
	3rd Prize: Eunice P. B.
You’re salt in my vege,

Chilly in my curry,

‘Asam Laksa’ in my Maggi,

Good news in my Daily, Without you life seems empty, Rest in Peace Darling Mummy.


3. She had a Learning Faith.

a. The Cycle of Learning and Teaching.

i. Timothy had learned the Foundation of unfeigned faith from her mother, Eunice
II Tim. 3:14b, 15, 16

ii. Eunice in turn had learned it from his mother, Lois, this unfeigned and living faith
II Tim. 3:14a

iii. However, for Timothy to learn from his mother, Eunice, she must teach him.

iv. For Eunice, to learn from her mother, Lois, she must teach her.


A mother must teach her children the Foundations of Faith and live them out in her life.

b. The Continuity of Learning and Teaching

i. A Father’s Failure:


If for some reason or other, the father fails to play his role, it is no excuse for the mother to follow suit.

ii. A Mother’s Faith-fulness:


Timothy’s father was a Gentile and might have failed to teach Timothy, 


but Eunice played her part well in teaching him the holy Scriptures. 

 Acts.16: 1 cf. Deut. 6:3-9


Compare:

· Amon – brought up by his mother, Meshullemeth, to follow his father, Manasseh. 
II Kgs. 21:21, 22

And he walked in all the way that his father walked in, and served the idols that his father served, and worshipped them: And he forsook the LORD God of his fathers, and walked not in the way of the LORD.
· Josiah – had a bad father, Amon. He was brought up by his mother, Jedidah.

II Kgs. 22:1, 2

And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left.


· Jehoahaz – had a good father, Josiah. He was brought up by his mother, Hamutal.
II Kgs. 23:31, 32
And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done. 


C. Eunice – the Mother who “Perfected” her Child.
II Tim. 1:5 cf. 3:14b-17

1. She taught Timothy God’s Perfect Word – The Word is Perfect and Profitable…
a. For the child’s Salvation.

b. For the child’s Sanctified living. She used the “Perfect” Word …

i. To Establish him in his Doctrines.
for doctrine
ii. To Exhort him in his Deportment.
for instruction in righteousness.
iii. To Exact from him good Discipline.
for reproof, for correction
2. She taught Timothy to be the “Perfect” Man of God


a. To be Founded in God’s Word.
3:16 

b. To be Furnished with Good Works.
3:17


c. To be Fortified in Godly Ways by:

i. Fleeing “these things” (6:3-10)
I Tim. 6:11 cf. II Tim. 2:22

ii. Following after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness, peace. (7 things) 
cf. II Tim. 2:22

iii. Fighting the good fight of Faith
I Tim. 6:11cf. II Tim. 4:7

Conclusion:

Mothers on this Mother’s Day,

May the Lord Bless you Abundantly and Assist you Personally to fulfill your functions:

As a Hannah 
– Pray in Unfailing Faith for your Children;

As a Lois 
– Live out you your Unfeigned Faith and Love before your children

As a Eunice 
– Teach your children the Uncompromised Foundations of Faith 

   that they might be men and women of and for God.

Blessed Mother’s Day!
